Bearers of Tradition
to be the realist he praised in his sonnet on Zola, yet he per-
sistently reiterated die necessity for looking truth in the face.
And for all his personal asceticism he retained the tolerance
which dictated his youthful verses on Verlaine, a tolerance
based on faith in the ultimate virtue of beauty. Perhaps to
keep his faith, he often had need to retreat from melancholy
contemplation of the present into the less troubling quarrels of
the past. Technically his work is of interest only in so far as it
shows how individual phrasing is an index to style where a
man is using the accepted forms of an older day. His prefer-
ence for blank verse and his avoidance of run-on lines enhance
the old-fashioned effect of his verse. It is honest, serious work,
and represents,'in the old phrase, 'the application of ideas to
life5. Where it fails, as the bearers of tradition not seldom fail,
it is where the ideas have reference to a picture of the world
which was more actual to our grandfathers than it can be to
us, or where the life has elements not sufficiently real to the
poet who would deal with them.